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             An international event like the Rugby World  
 Cup is, above all, an opportunity for France 
to shine internationally. Everybody is motivated, the 
rugby family is committed, politicians at local and 
national levels are lending their support, the world 
of business is behind us and the French people are 
looking forward to an inclusive and popular event that 
will bring everyone together. That is why we want to 
win.

Of course, our competitors are in with a serious chance 
and have got off to a quick start ahead of us, but we 
know that with Claude Atcher and Serge Simon we 
will be first across the line on 1 June. Being ahead 
right now is unimportant; it is being there on 1 June that 
counts. We still have time to ensure that ours is the most 
competitive bid.

The France 2023 bid is a boon to Paris 2024. For the 
IOC and World Rugby, it is a source of reassurance. 
By pulling out all the stops to host the Rugby World 
Cup and the Olympic Games, we are sending the 
message that the existing infrastructure will be used 
and modernised, and that France will be ready. 
Recent experience shows that two such international 
events are compatible with one another. Two years 
after the 2014 Football World Cup, Brazil hosted 
the Rio Olympic Games. The English organised the 

Rugby World Cup in 2015, less than 3 years after the 
Olympic Games. Likewise, Japan will welcome the 
Rugby World Cup in 2019, then the Olympic Games 
in 2020. This shows that Paris 2024 and France 2023 
are mutually reinforcing.

The other strength of our bid lies in its economic benefits. 
In 2007, France made a profit of over 140 million 
euros, of which 34 million went to the French Rugby 
Federation, the rest to Rugby World Cup. I sincerely 
believe this is going to weigh in the balance when it 
comes to the decision. 2007 was an extraordinary 
success and we should make the most of that fact. 
We can even go even further and enable Rugby 
World Cup to grow the world rugby family in order to 
guarantee the future of the game.

Finally, in conclusion, I would like to say that this World 
Cup will belong to the whole French people, like in 
2007. The Olympic Games will have all eyes on Paris 
as host city, but rugby will be everywhere in France. 
Rugby will be present all over the country, and every 
minute of the day in 2023, allowing everybody to 
share in this unique experience.

Bernard Laporte
President  
of the French Rugby Federation

#1 - MESSAGE  
 FROM THE PRESIDENT
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 After the Olympic Games and the Football  
 World Cup, the Rugby World Cup is the 
3rd-biggest sporting event on the planet. Broadcast in 
207 countries around the world, it attracts 2.6 billion 
television viewers and more than 2.4 million fans in the 
stadiums. It comes ahead of some major events, like 
the Tour de France or the Winter Olympics.

The Rugby World Cup is a relatively young event, 
having taken place for the first time in 1987, a mere 
30 years ago. In only a few years, it has emerged 
as an unmissable fixture in the world of rugby, and as 
a generator of significant economic benefits for host 
countries. Thus, in 2007, France enjoyed an economic 
stimulus* of 540 million euros nationally. In 2015, the 
World Cup in England contributed 1.34 billion euros 
to the economy directly, and 3.5 billion euros indirectly. 
And, while the Rugby World Cup is beneficial for host 
countries, it is also profitable for Rugby World Cup. 
Indeed, 94% of the international federation’s revenues 
come from the World Cup alone. These revenues allow 

Rugby World Cup to make long-term investments in 
rugby at all levels, from the base to the top flight. Thus, 
between 2012 and 2015, Rugby World Cup invested 
almost 260 million euros in promoting the playing of 
rugby throughout the world. These initiatives included 
the protection of rugby players and the game, the 
enhancement of the commercial value and sustainability 
of international rugby, and making sure this investment 
plan continues into the future. This long-term strategy 
will ensure the growth of the rugby family worldwide 
and the future of the game.

Serge Simon
Vice President  
of the French Rugby Federation

#2 - THE WORLD CUP  
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THE GREATEST RUGBY 
SHOWCASE OF ALL

* Source : French Ministry of Sport (Ministère de la Santé, de la Jeunesse, des Sports et de 
la Vie Associative)



France welcomes 85 million tourists every year*. It is the 
world’s number-one tourist destination. Consequently, 
France has an exceptional hotel infrastructure and a pre-
existing transport network, which is fast and efficient.

France’s hotel capacity is second to none. With its 
worldwide reputation for service, France is able to 
offer a wide range of comfortable options, which can 
accommodate everyone: teams, officials, the media, and 
fans alike.

France can also count on the support of the national 
railway company (SNCF), which is developing a 
dynamic and eco-responsible transport plan. France is 
thus already well-equipped and prepared to host the 
2023 World Cup, without needing to indulge in any 
excessive supplementary spending.

This capacity to welcome tourists is a key element of the 
French bid. 

France can rely on the support of the host cities. With all 
the sporting events the country has hosted over the past 
few years, these cities have become real assets for our 
candidacy. They know the challenges, the requirements 
and the rules, and they are ready to embark on this 
exciting journey with the Federation Rugby Federation. In 
addition, this competition will also be a way to highlight 
the French way of life, whether in terms of the country’s 
heritage and lifestyle or its cultural and gastronomic 
riches.

#3 -  STRONG SUITS  
 OF FRANCE 2023
1/  FRANCE: A UNIQUE PRODUCT  
 DESIGNED TO PROPEL THE 2023  
 WORLD TO NEW HEIGHTS   
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* Source : French Ministry of Finance and the Economy   
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 France 2023 is the bid that guarantees Rugby 
World Cup both economic and popular success. A 
2023 World Cup staged in France would allow the 
added value of the tournament to be maximised, both 
because of the solid guarantees provided by the State, 
as well as those provided by public and private partners 
alike.
Thanks to the support of some of the biggest French firms, 
which is capable of committing to the growth of rugby in 
France and around the world, the French bid is the most 
credible. 
The extent of its territorial coverage, combined with the 
considerable size of the population centres and of the 
economic markets, means that France will be able to 
provide a unique showcase, one which will generate 
added economic value for Rugby World Cup. 

In terms of the figures, France’s is the most profitable 
project for the international federation. This is one of the 
reasons why this bid is being well received, since it is 
going to help Rugby World Cup develop rugby over the 
next 5 to 10 years.

Claude Atcher 
Director of France 2023

2/  ECONOMIC SUCCESS  
 IN PROSPECT  
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Since the 2007 World Cup in France, our country 
has ceaselessly been involved in the promotion of 
rugby around the world. Hence, today, the common 
denominator between Britons, New Zealanders, South 
Africans, Argentinians, Samoans, Fijians, Australians, 
Georgians, and even Italians is... the TOP14.
At the beginning of the twenty-first century, only 19% 
of players in the French championship were foreigners. 
By 2014-2015, they accounted for nearly 45%* of the 
players in the TOP14. This influx of stars has allowed 
France to become more attractive to rugby fans, but 
also to a new growing audience curious about the 
French brand of rugby. 

This candidacy is also the candidacy of the international 
“stars” who give us so much enjoyment week in and 
week out on the pitches of the TOP14. The 2023 
World Cup in France will live up to what they have 
brought to the game in France.

Our international ambassadors: 
Juan Imhoff, 
Chris Masoe, 
Waisea Nayacalevu.

3/ FRANCE,  
 LAND OF RUGBY  
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France has been involved for many years in the 
hosting of major sporting events (1992 Olympic 
Games, 1998 World Cup, 2007 Rugby World 
Cup, 2016 UEFA EURO, etc.). Today, France is 
one of the nations with the greatest expertise and 
skill levels in this area.  Talking to cities about the 
hosting of sporting events has become something 
straightforward and easy. The 2016 UEFA EURO 
tournament was a sporting, economic and popular 
success. The World Handball Championship, which 
saw France emerge as winners, was also a success. 
We could also point to the 1998 World Cup in 
football and the 2007 Rugby World Cup. These two 
events produced unforgettable shared moments of 
emotion all over France. 

Every year, France also stages the Tour de France 
and the Roland Garros tennis tournament, major high-
quality events which thrill sports lovers and which are 
followed by the entire French public. France is thus an 

internationally recognised leader in the organisation 
and hosting of sporting events.

Aware and proud of this fact, 80% of French people 
want France to host the Rugby World Cup again 
in 2023. They all remember, the enthusiasm, the 
emotion, and the sense of sharing that surrounded 
the 2007 Rugby World Cup, as well as what a 
popular, media and economic success it was. We 
are doing all we can so that they get to enjoy all of 
that again!

4/ FRANCE, LAND OF MAJOR  
 SPORTING EVENTS  

80%  

OF FRENCH PEOPLE WANT 

FRANCE TO HOST THE RUGBY 

WORLD CUP IN 2023*
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*Source: Midi Olympique - March 2017
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In world rugby, France is a major economic power. 
It is also one of the historical homes of rugby. With 
the French Rugby Federation celebrating its 110th year, 
France is one of the pioneers of the rugby world. It has 
always played an important role in the development of 
the sport. In particular, France was behind the creation 
of FIRA, known today as Rugby Europe.

France also spearheaded the creation of the very first 
Rugby World Cup in 1987. It was Albert Ferrasse, then 
president of the IRB, who conceived of this tournament, 
which brings together the best nations from around 
the world. It was he, with his love of the aerial game 
and of situational intelligence, who enabled France to 
become a major power in world rugby.  Later, Bernard 
Lapasset held the office of president of the international 
federation for 8 years, from 2008 to 2016.

France also played an active part in 1999, as the  
5 Nations turned into the 6 Nations Championship. In 
2000, Italy played in this tournament for the first time. 
This is due in part to France, which worked toward this 
change and the enlargement of the English-speaking 
circle of rugby nations to include another Latin nation. 

Hosting the 2023 Rugby World Cup will thus be an 
opportunity for France to take its rightful place on the 
world stage, and to be more active in supporting the 
spread of rugby throughout the world.

1/ STRENGTHENING FRANCE’S  
 POSITION IN WORLD RUGBY   

#4 -  IMPACT OF THE 2023  
 RUGBY WORLD CUP
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With its strengths in mind, France  

has already begun the work  

of promoting its bid through its  

national teams. On 12 February last, 

France thus unveiled a shirt with the 

logo  #FRANCE2023  

in the match where it beat Scotland.
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Our bid has the support of the whole of France, of 
all of its regions. The Rugby World Cup in France will 
belong to all of French rugby, and more particularly 
to all the amateur clubs that make it up. 

The mobilisation of the country’s 1895 clubs in 
support of this bid is one of its most salient features. 
French rugby needs to reconnect with its identity and 
find new momentum both on and off the pitch. The 
amateur rugby world needs recognition and must 
be brought back to the centre of sport and French 
rugby. The French Rugby Federation is offering these 
1895 clubs an opportunity to join us on this journey. 

The Federation has thus created a map of French 
rugby and is encouraging each club to choose 
a #France2023 captain. This captain will be 
tasked with promoting our bid within his club, as 
well as creating awareness and ensuring that his 
club’s support for the bid retains its momentum. 

FRANCE2023 is going to call on these captains and 
will reward them, thanks notably to the members of 
the national squad, who will support them throughout 
the whole process.

Finally, the strength of this competition will be an 
excellent means to promote French expertise abroad. 
We shall also take advantage of this World Cup to 
strengthen relations with foreign federations and to 
put in place exchange programmes in the areas of 
training, hosting of athletes or even material support.

2/ 1895 CLUBS BEHIND  
 THE FRANCE2023 BID
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During the UEFA EURO 2016, France had to rethink 
the way it went about accommodating fans from all 
over the world. 17 towns sought to be selected for 
the Rugby World Cup. This shows how strong the 
support is among political leaders in large towns 
and cities across France for the French federation’s 
bid. After a rigorous and objective selection process, 
12 cities were chosen: Bordeaux, Lens, Metropolitan 
Lille, Lyon, Marseille, Montpellier, Nantes, Nice, 
Paris, Saint-Denis, Saint-Étienne and Toulouse.

These 12 host cities for the 2023 World Cup will 
host almost 2.5 million fans. All the stadiums already 
exist. Five of them were built or completely renovated 
for the 2016 UEFA EURO and benefited from an 
investment close to the 1.7 billion euro mark. 

These stadiums have been built to fit in with 
general planning policies in these towns, with the 
interconnection between town centres, railways 
stations and airports a central priority. These 
interconnected infrastructure networks will mean that 
our hosts, players, officials, partners, fans, as well as 
the media will have full and easy access to all the 
enjoyment that a Rugby World Cup has to offer. 

12 HOST CITIES WELCOMING 
ALMOST 2.5 MILLION FANS

#5 - HOST CITIES  
AND STADIUMS
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FRANCE 2023 HOST CITIES
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#6 - ORGANISATION
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POOL A
Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 5

DATE / STADE

Team 1 / Team 2

Team 3 / Team 4

Team 5 / Team 2

Team 1 / Team 3

Team 5 / Team 4

Team 3 / Team 2

Team 1 / Team 5

Team 2 / Team 4

Team 5 / Team 3

Team 1 / Team 4

Quarter final 1
WINNER A / RUNNER B

POOL A
Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 5

DATE / STADE

Team 1 / Team 2

Team 3 / Team 4

Team 5 / Team 2

Team 1 / Team 3

Team 5 / Team 4

Team 3 / Team 2

Team 1 / Team 5

Team 2 / Team 4

Team 5 / Team 3

Team 1 / Team 4

Quarter final  2
WINNER A / RUNNER B

POOL A
Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 5

DATE / STADE

Team 1 / Team 2

Team 3 / Team 4

Team 5 / Team 2

Team 1 / Team 3

Team 5 / Team 4

Team 3 / Team 2

Team 1 / Team 5

Team 2 / Team 4

Team 5 / Team 3

Team 1 / Team 4

Quarter final  3
WINNER A / RUNNER B

POOL A
Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 5

DATE / STADE

Team 1 / Team 2

Team 3 / Team 4

Team 5 / Team 2

Team 1 / Team 3

Team 5 / Team 4

Team 3 / Team 2

Team 1 / Team 5

Team 2 / Team 4

Team 5 / Team 3

Team 1 / Team 4

Quarter final  4
WINNER A / RUNNER B

Semi final 1
WINNER QF1 / WINNER  QF2

Semi final 2
WINNER  QF3 / WINNER  QF4

BRONZE FINAL
RUNNER-UP SF1 / RUNNER-UP SF2

FINAL
WINNER SF1 / WINNER SF2
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First selected for the French national squad in 2000, 
he was part of the team that finished 4th in the 2003 
World Cup in Australia. But it was during the 2007 
World Cup that Sébastien Chabal exploded onto the 
scene. Particularly visible in the French victory against 
the All Blacks in the quarter-finals, he quickly became 
the darling of the French public. Twice victorious in 
the Six Nations Championship (2007 and 2010), 
Sébastien Chabal retired from international rugby in 
2011, having won 62 caps for his country.

         When Bernard Laporte approached me and 
said that France wished to host the 2023 World Cup, 
I was not at all surprised. I have lived through so many 
fantastic moments with the French team, incredible 
moments such as the 2007 World Cup in France, that 
I really have to step up and stand with the federation, 
the clubs, the partners and all those who are active in 
supporting this bid.

As a player, playing in a World Cup is something you 
aim for. I had the privilege of taking part in two and 
of playing one on home soil. If we are lucky enough 
to win, (and we are going to do everything to make 
that happen), the players who are there in 2023 will 
experience something out of the ordinary and will 
share moments of incredible intensity with the whole 
country, just like in 2007 when public enthusiasm was 
outstanding. 2007 sparked an explosion of interest 
in French rugby, which as a result enjoyed significant 
growth in size and stature.

SÉBASTIEN CHABAL

AMBASSADORS
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His story with the French squad began in 2001. He 
wore the French jersey in 3 World Cups (2003, 
2007 and 2015). He was also called up for eight 6 
Nations Championship campaigns,

winning 4 of them, including 3 grand slams (2002, 
2004, 2010). He currently holds the distinction of 
being the highest-scoring player in the history of 
French international rugby. He wore the French jersey 
77 times and has scored 436 points for the national 
team. Frédéric Michalak retired from international 
rugby in 2015.

       Bernard Laporte has been extremely busy since 
he took up his new job. As soon as he had the idea 
of hosting this World Cup, he immediately thought of 
including me in this incredible venture. I immediately 
said yes; it’s the least I could do. I really want to see 
the World Cup back in France and to share all the 
excitement with my fellow countrymen and women. 

It would be a dream come true. The World Cup is 
what you aspire to when you start playing rugby as a 
kid. The first dream is to play for the French team, then 
to play in a World Cup. It is something you aim for 
because it is the biggest competition a rugby player 
can take part in. For me, taking part in a World Cup 
was one of the most fantastic experiences I had with 
the national squad. 

 

 

FRÉDÉRIC MICHALAK

AMBASSADORS
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After 25 caps for the French national rugby league 
squad between 2001 and 2006, Marc Lièvremont 
called up Fabrice Estebanez in 2010 for international 
rugby union duty. He kept his place for the 2011 World 
Cup in New Zealand. He is currently a member of the 
French Rugby Federation’s board, which was set up by 
Bernard Laporte after his election as president. 

         Organising an event like the Rugby World Cup is 
something exceptional for us all: the federation, the host 
towns, the fans, the volunteers, as well as the players. 
It is up to us to show we have what it takes to put this 
amazing event together.

Should France be chosen to organise the 2023 World 
Cup, I can only imagine how powerfully it will bring 
everybody together. When we arrived in Auckland 
in 2011 and opened the airport doors, I could not 
believe how many French people were there, waiting to 
welcome us and wish us the best of luck. Seeing all those 
people dressed in the national colours on the other side 

of the world was really something... Imagine what it will 
be like in France! If we could only make it so that our 
children get to enjoy that sort of atmosphere... And if the 
French players managed to win, that would be even 
more wonderful! And that is without even mentioning 
all the tangible benefits. After 2007, the federation’s 
membership grew 20-30%. 

France can fill the World Cup stadiums and provide 
guaranteed revenue for World Rugby, which it can then 
use for the benefit of our sport all around the world. 
Ireland, which is our main rival in the competition to win 
the 2023 World Cup, receives 11 million tourists per 
year. Our capacity is significantly greater (85 million 
tourists) and, as a consequence, so are the potential 
benefits for the spread of rugby.

FABRICE ESTEBANEZ

AMBASSADORS
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2004 was the year that marked Pascal Papé’s debut in 
the French national team. In his first match in the French 
colours, Pascal Papé scored his first international try. 
Capped 65 times for his country, Pascal Papé was 
named captain for the first time on 9 June 2007. 

In 2010, Pascal Papé’s profile within the national 
squad rose to a new level, especially during the 2011 
World Cup, when he became an indispensable part 
of the team. 

In 2012, he was once again made captain of the French 
squad, replacing an injured Thierry Dusautoir. Despite 
the return of Dusautoir, Pascal held on to the captain’s 
armband during the 6 Nations Championship in 2013. 

In 2014, he was once again back and involved in all 
of the national squad’s campaigns until 17 October 
2015, when the French were beaten by the All Blacks 
during the World Cup in England. Straight away after 
that defeat, he retired from international rugby after 65 
caps, 14 as captain. 

Last December, Pascal Papé was part of Bernard 
Laporte’s winning list in the French Rugby Federation 
elections. Since then, he has been vice president in 
charge of international affairs. 

PASCAL PAPÉ

AMBASSADORS
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MAIN SUPPORT
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OFFICIAL SUPPORTS

FRANCE 2023 SUPPORTS
WITHIN SUPPORTS SOCIETY



DOSSIER DE PRESSE
FÉDÉRATION FRANÇAISE DE RUGBY

3-5 RUE JEAN DE MONTAIGU
91463 MARCOUSSIS CEDEX

PRESS CONTACT:
AGENCE REVOLUTIONR

Kevin Paris
kparis@revolutionr.com

+ 33 (0)1 47 10 08 30
+ 33 (0)6 72 07 11 59

FFR (FRENCH RUGBY FEDERATION)  
Alixia Gaidoz  

alixia.gaidoz@ffr.fr  
+ 33 (0)1 69 63 67 14

Adrien Bastid  
adrien.bastid@ffr.fr  

+ 33 (0)1 69 63 25 61


