
Breach-Valdez Award for Journalism and Human Rights 

 

 
Mexico is the most dangerous western country for journalists, as confirmed by UNESCO’s latest 

figures in the 2017/2018 Global Report: Global Trends in Freedom of Expression and Media 

Development, published in November 2017. Mexico’s statistics in this regard are comparable to 

those of Afghanistan, a country torn by decades of war. 

 

Among these journalists who are victims of violence—threats, displacement, disappearances, 

and assassinations—are journalists who stand out for their incessant commitment to fight against 

human rights violations in Mexico.  

 

In this context, the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC) for Mexico, the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UN-DH) in Mexico, the UNESCO 

Mexico office, the Press and Democracy Program of the Iberoamericana University, the 

Journalism Department of the Iberoamericana University, the Agence France Presse (AFP), and 

the French Embassy in Mexico are launching the Breach / Valdez Award for Journalism and 

Human Rights. 

 

Though this award, the organizers formally recognize the careers of those journalists in Mexico 

who have excelled in journalistic research concerning human rights, as defined by the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights of the United Nations, which is celebrating its 70
th

 anniversary in 

2018.  

 

This award aims to support and distinguish all journalists in Mexico who risk their lives for their 

work every day. 

 

The name of this award is a tribute to journalists Miroslava Breach and Javier Valdez, and 

responds to the harsh and terrible symbolism that their surnames have acquired in Mexico. When 

Breach and Valdez were assassinated in 2017, the perpetrators sent a very worrying message: no 

journalist, not even those with international recognition, is safe of violence—particularly when 

documenting corruption, impunity, and serious human rights violations in Mexico. 

 

The co-conveners reiterate that freedom of expression and the right to information are 

fundamental for the development of both a democratic society and State. This award highlights 

the importance of journalistic work, particularly work dedicated to investigating and publicizing 

human rights violations.  

 

In its first edition, the 2018 Breach-Valdez Award for Journalism and Human Rights was 

granted by the organizers to Daniela Rea.  
 

The award ceremony took place at the Casa Francia in Mexico on May 3, 2018, on the 

International Day of Press Freedom, and in commemoration of the first anniversary of 

Miroslava Breach’s (March 23, 2017) and Javier Valdez’s (May 15, 2017) murders.  

 



In September 2018 the call for applications will be announced for the prize’s second edition, 

which will be open to journalists residing in Mexico, and will award outstanding journalistic 

works related to human rights. 
 

 

Awards 

 

The prize consists of two parts: 

 A trip to Paris, France for various conferences and meetings with international 

organizations, media organizations and institutions for the defense of journalists and 

human rights, with the intention of giving visibility to the situation of journalists working 

in Mexico. 

 A special research scholarship to the Iberoamericana University - Santa Fe campus, 

which lasts the duration of one year with full access to the university’s resources and 

facilities. 

 

For more information, contact Benjamin Fernandez at benjamin.fernandez@un.org 
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